
 

 

THE GATHERING 

The service of worship begins with the prelude; quiet is requested as you enter  
the sanctuary and prepare for worship. In the spirit of Christian fellowship,  
we invite you to wear a name tag which is available from the greeters. As a 
community that prays with and for one another, we invite you to share your  
joys and concerns by using the prayer cards available from the ushers and in  
the pew racks. Those parts of the Service of Worship in which the congregation 
participates in word or song are noted in bold type.    Please stand as you are able. 

PRELUDE Lyric Suite Al Fedak 
  Prelude - Dialogue - Pastorale  

* HYMN 442 The Church’s One Foundation  Aurelia  

* CALL TO WORSHIP: 

Leader: This is a day of new beginnings. 

People: This is a time to remember the beginnings of the ministry of 
 Jesus. 

Leader: From the moment of his baptism by John, 

People: Jesus understood his call from God. 

Leader: Lord, open our hearts and spirits to hear your call to us. 

People: Give us the wisdom and courage to follow you always. 

INTROIT  Hal Hopson 

Arise, Shine; arise, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 
O come and worship Christ the newborn King.  
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                           

CALL TO CONFESSION   

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Almighty God, we confess that too often our Christmas stands in 
contrast to what happened at Bethlehem in such simple and humble 
surroundings.  Forgive us when we forget the value of simplicity and 
get swept into the desire for more.  O God, take hold of our hearts 
anew with the wonder and the joy of the birth of Christ.  Help us to 
understand that the most precious gifts of all are those that arise from 
Christ-centered lives.  Remind us that you sent Jesus into the world 
not to judge us, but to save us.  May our words, our thoughts, and  
our actions forever speak of your love.  In the name of Jesus we pray. 

PRAYERS OF SILENT AND INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Leader: Friends, believe and proclaim the Good News:  
 in Jesus Christ, love breaks through hatred, hope breaks 

through despair, life breaks through death. 

People:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, loved, and set free.   
Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE Hymnal No. 579   Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world  
without end.  Amen, Amen.  

ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS 

* EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 Leader: Let us open our hearts to one another as Christ has opened          
 his heart to us, and God will be glorified. 

 People: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

(Exchange Signs of Reconciliation and the Peace of Christ with your 
neighbor - e.g., “The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”  

Response - “And also with you.”) 



 

 

TIME WITH CHILDREN 

* HYMN 326 Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart  Morecambe 

+ Children and Youth leave for Church School Classes. + 

THE WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST LESSON Mark 1:4-11 

ANTHEM The Waters of Life James Biery 

 The Father’s voice calls us, above the waters, The glory of the Son shines on us,  
 The love of the Spirit fills us with life. 

SECOND LESSON Genesis 1:1-5 

SERMON                              “Knowledge” Rev. Richard S. Hong 

THE OFFERING   

OFFERTORY The Baptism of Jesus Austin Lovelace 

 When Jesus came to Jordan to be baptized by John, 
he did not come for pardon. but as his Father's Son. 
He came to share repentance with all who mourn their sins, 
to speak the vital sentence with which good news begins. 
 

He came to share temptation, our utmost woe and loss, 
for us and our salvation to die upon the cross. 
So when the Dove descended on him, the Son of Man, 
the hidden years had ended, the age of grace began. 
 

Come, Holy Spirit, aid us to keep the vows we make, 
this very day invade us, and every bondage break. 
Come, give our lives direction, the gift we covet most: 
to share the resurrection that leads to Pentecost. — FRED PRATT GREEN 

* THE DOXOLOGY                    Old Hundredth 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God all creatures here below.   
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host.  
 Creator, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 



  

 

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 
 kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
 forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver  
 us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the  
 glory, forever. Amen.  

  THE SENDING OUT 

* HYMN 495 We Know That Christ Is Raised  Engelberg 

* BENEDICTION    

CHORAL AMEN 

POSTLUDE Final (Lyric Suite) Fedak  

Our worship ends with the conclusion of the Postlude. (It is the custom of our church to 
remain seated. Those who wish to leave may do so.) 
 

*     *     *     *     * 



 

 

TODAY’S MUSIC 

We celebrate the work of recent American composers, all of whom served Presbyterian 
churches, with today’s musical selections.  New Jersey native Alfred Fedak  (b. 1953) 
is currently director of music at Westminster Presbyterian Church in Albany. His many 
choral compositions are frequently heard in American churches. The “Lyric Suite” was 
commissioned for the 2003 Albany Regional Convention of the American Guild of 
Organists.  Hal H. Hopson (b. 1933) is a full-time composer and church musician 
residing in Cedar Park, Texas. He was notably the music director at Westminster 
Presbyterian Church in Nashville. He has over 1000 published works, which comprise 
almost every musical form in church music. With a special interest in congregational 
song, he continues to make a significant contribution to the new repertoire of hymn 
tunes and responsorial psalms. James Biery (b.1956) is an American organist, 
composer and conductor who is Minister of Music at Grosse Pointe Memorial Church 
(Presbyterian) in Grosse Pointe Farms, Michigan, where he directs the choirs, plays the 
66-rank Klais organ and oversees the music program of the church. Prior to this 
appointment Biery was music director for Cathedrals in St. Paul, Minnesota and 
Hartford, Connecticut. He his compositions for organs and for choir have won awards 
and are frequently performed. Austin C. Lovelace (1919-2010) was called by many 
the Dean of American Church music. Over many years he worked at a number of 
Methodist and Presbyterian churches in Denver and Texas. He also worked at Union 
Theological Seminary in N.Y.C. and Garrett Theological Seminary in Evanston, Ill. He 
traveled widely as a Director of Music for general conferences, lecturer, and consultant. 
He was the organist for the Assembly of the World Council of Churches in 1954. He 
was a prolific writer and composer with over 700 compositions for church in print, as 
well as numerous articles and books on church hymnody. 
 

*     *     *     *     * 



  

 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Mark 1:4-11 (NRSV) 
 John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a 
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the 
whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going 
out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing 
their sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt 
around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, 
“The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not 
worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have 
baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by 
John in the Jordan. 10And just as he was coming up out of the water, he 
saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on 
him. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; 
with you I am well pleased.” 
 
Genesis 1:1-5 (NRSV) 
 In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 
2the earth was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the 
deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 
 3Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. 4And 
God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the 
darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. 
And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 
 

*     *     *     *     * 


